around him were in a very dangerous and precericus condition, Leader Franks,
however, continued to work fearlessly, with great courage and without eny
regard whatscever to the danger to his om life.

A further collepse of the building did, in fact, occur which rasulted in
the abendonment of the rescus operationsj Leader Franks having to be pulled out
of the twmnel by his feets -

Both men set & fine example of courage and devotion to duty which T have no
nesitetion in recommending for recognition.

Copy of a+atement by B. Skipp

I have %o draw attention to the wonderful courage and devotion To duty
isplayed by Jobn Franks, & Heavy Rescue Party Leader, st the incident at
Shardeloes Roed, &t 6,30 p.m. on Wedns aday, 1ist November, 1944,

The L.R.R. made a creter 20 £t deep and 45 Peet across, which stretched
the whole width of the roed and caused 26 houses to oollapse, burying a large
number of people under debris.

At Wo. 77, Shardeloes Road, where several persons were buriel, & fire broke
ot end dsbris becems & blazing mess. The buried perscns here hal been spohen
to and had replied, and all efforts were made to burrow & tunnel to whers they
were, This was done, and Leader Franks began to foree his way through the
Plaging dsbris, but his clothing immediately caught alight and at the sams Tims
a further collapse of the building occurred, wnlcn mads it impeesible to resoia
alive the trapped persoms.

The courage and devotion to duty displeyed by Franks in this abortive
attempt to rescue these persons was of the highest order, =nd 1% iz indeed to
be regretted that it wes unsuccessful, but it was, however, nonetheless an
exarple of fearlessnsss and tenacity of purpese, and is in every respecwy worthy
of the highest rscognition.

(Signed) R. Skipp

Copy of Statement by S. Burelsm - Deputy Chief Werden

At the incident at Shardeloes Road at 8.30 p.m. on 1st lovenber,; 1944 some
26 houses were demolished end & large number of persons were buried or trapped
under debris,

At No. 77, Sherdeloes Road several persons were trapped and had been spalen
to, but as the debris wes now on fire, their position was PrEcRILouS.

Heavy Rescue Party Leader John Franke immedintely got = squad to work and
tunnellsd through to them. Whilst endeavouring tc force his way through hie
clothing caught fire end at the same Lime & further collapse of the bullding
took place, so that it was impossible to rescus slive those persons undernsath.

Tt was & great pity indeed that the heroism displayed by Frenks did not
meet with successful vesulbs, dbut his coursge, determination and devoticn to
duty wes a splendid example %o all Divil Dsfence persornel, end strongly merits
recognition.

(Bgd.) 8. Burslsm

" Statemsnt by B.W. Hurden

A% this incident, a LsR.R. had corpletely destroyed No, 77, Shardeloas Road,
amongst other property, f£illing the basement and forming & mound of debris about
eight feet high above the pevement levels The vovupsuls wers trappod end woxo
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